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Compare and contrast dating in the 1960s and today

Background information
A close view on the dating question from a long time ago, say the 1960s and today proves several differences and similarities. It accompanied alongside it great evolution in terms of knowing each to finally getting into a relationship (Fry et al., 10). Basically, in the 1960s identifying a partner was a group affair where members helped in getting information about the partner. Today’s approach is quite different where concerned individuals are task and find out by themselves about the potential partner. Entering a relationship in the 1960s entailed getting a go-ahead from some people, unlike today where an individual decides on their own and enters into it privately.
Meeting a potential partner
The way people met their potential partners in the 1960s and today is soo different with few similarities. One of the similarities is meeting in social areas (Kuperberg et al., 60). Both times prove that sports gatherings, entertainment avenues like movie shops, music festivals, weddings, and funerals enable people to identify meet potential partners. The night dances that relate to parties of today all are instrumental in giving an avenue to meeting new people with high probabilities of striking alike. The second similarity on how partners met between these two ages is that both lookout for someone with good looks that suit them, if a person you met had the looks then that was the potential partner. In both eras, potential partners could meet at school.
One of the contrasts in how people met is that in the 1960s, a family or friend would organize a visit by men who were searching and have you unaware around so that the man could see and choose, unlike today where a friend or relative would notify you of the plan connect you a potential partner. Another difference is that today people meet on online platforms like Facebook, Instagram credit to the advanced technology different to the 1960s people who didn’t meet on online platforms as they were not yet invented.
Getting to know each other
Getting to know a potential partner is an interesting process in the dating phase. It has its similarities and differences when the comparison between the 1960s and today is made. The similarities between the two are that both partners were the key informants in giving information about each other (Lawson et al., 192). Another similarity is that in both times, dates were planned and it’s in this avenue that the partners would share and get to know more about each other in terms of age, likes, and dislikes.
In the 1960s, partners got to know more about each other as they hanged out and talked, unlike today where in some instances partners are forced to share about each other on social media. In the 1960s, parents were involved in helping know a partner to their child by secretly inquiring from the neighbors or people close to the partner about his or her behaviors something different in today’s process of knowing each other where partners only rely on what they tell each other and don’t involve their parents in the knowing process. In today’s dating, people share their personal information with the internet, which is a good avenue of knowing about someone like the level of education, the number of siblings, and other things of interest through google search a practice that was absent in the 1960s dating and getting to know each other process.
Entering a relationship.
Entering a relationship is the final goal after partner identification and getting to know each other. Starting a relationship communicates that partners are free with each other and they are at liberty to initiate marriage talks when they are of age. Being in a relationship serves as a cage that disallows another person from trying to get your partner (Jordan, 270). The similarities in both times of dating are that all partners agreed to be in the relationship. Another similarity is that constant communication followed agreement into the relationship. In the 1960s mainly letters were used whereas today, phones and the physical meeting is used.  
One difference in today’s dating is that once in a relationship, partners can start staying together whereas in the 1960s partners in the relationship could not live together until when married. Another difference is that with 1960s dating, entering a relationship did not allow any acts of intimacy like kissing, unlike today where people who get into a relationship are so intimate to an extent of some getting babies without being married.
Conclusion.
It’s valid to state that dating in the 1960s was sacred. Purity was highly valued, unlike today where people engage in intimate activities before marriage. Friends and relatives in one-ways or another help partners in knowing each other. The use of technology today has changed dating as compared to the 1960s where social media was not in existence.
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